Junior Leagues
A number of Junior leagues already require the wearing of helmets in matches within their league, and leagues may wish to incorporate the new guidance within their playing regulations. Leagues are encouraged to include the guidance in their Handbooks and fixture cards if they produce them.
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Adult Leagues
The new safety guidance is applicable to all players under the age of 18, and covers adult cricket as well as junior matches and practice. Adult leagues are therefore encouraged to include the guidance in their Handbooks and leagues may wish to incorporate the guidance into their playing conditions.

Umpires
The umpires are responsible for administering the Laws of Cricket and the regulations of the particular competition in which they are standing. They should establish before the start of any match involving young players the policy that the club or school has adopted on the wearing of helmets and the age group of any young players taking part in the match. This will require a meeting with the teacher, manager, coach or, in adult cricket, the captain.
If helmets are required to be worn the umpires should not allow play to proceed if the batsman is not wearing a helmet. If any young player intends to bat or to stand up to the stumps when keeping wicket without a helmet the umpires should ask for confirmation that parental consent has been obtained, and if it has not, the umpires should not allow the young player to bat or stand up to the stumps when keeping wicket without a helmet. The responsibility for obtaining and recording parental consent lies with the club or school and umpires should accept the word of the representative of the club or school.
In adult cricket, when the captain has indicated that there are young players taking part, the umpires should remind the captain that he or she is responsible for the safety of the young players throughout the match. If the captain requires the young players to wear a helmet the umpires should insist that this happens.
If the policy of the club does not require the young players to wear a helmet the umpires should seek confirmation from the captain that parental consent has been obtained and if it has not, the umpires should not allow the young player to bat or keep wicket without a helmet. The responsibility for obtaining and recording parental consent lies with the club and umpires should accept the word of the captain as the representative of the club.
Umpires should also ensure that young players do not infringe the fielding regulations for young players issued by the ECB.

