The information in this section is based on input from the British Standards Institution and the individual manufacturers. The ECB has made every effort to present an accurate summary of the position as at the end of February 2000 but cannot be held responsible for any inaccuracies or omissions.

CE Mark
In order to be legally sold within the European Union cricket helmets must carry a CE Mark. The CE Mark shows that the helmet complies with the requirements of the Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Directive under European Law. Cricket helmets are classed as “neither simple nor complex” within the Directive. The manufacturer needs to compile a technical file that demonstrates compliance with the Directive. This file is then submitted to a Notified Body for assessment. After successful assessment the manufacturer can put the CE Mark on the helmet and legally sell it.

Kitemark
This is the British Standards Institution (BSI) Certification mark. In order to achieve it the company has to have the product successfully tested to a standard, in this case British Standard 7928 (1998). They also have to have helmets from each batch tested and have an ISO 9000 quality system audited by BSI.
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Manufacturers
As at February 2000 the following manufacturers were known to be marketing helmets in the UK:
· Alfred Readers (the Albion C & D range and the Readers Victa range)
· Chase Sports (the Masuri range)
· Dukes Cricket (the Dukes range)
· Gray-Nicolls (the Millennium and Scimitar ranges)
· Gunn & Moore (the Teknik and Diamond ranges)
· Hunts County Sports (the County range)
· Peak Sports (the PS range)
· Slazenger (the Pro range)
· Woodford Sports (the Woodford Silver Star range)
All these manufacturers have informed the ECB that their helmets carry the CE Mark. The only cricket helmet currently carrying the Kitemark is the Gunn & Moore (Teknik).
In the case of Gunn & Moore (Teknik), and Gray-Nicolls (Millennium) the CE Certificate has been issued by BSI using BS 7928 as the basis for the testing of the helmet. Chase Sports (Masuri) has a CE Certificate issued by BSI conforming to the requirements of the PPE Directive. The Readers C & D Albion helmet has been approved for sale in this country by Trading Standards Officers having successfully met the Australian/New Zealand Standard AS/NZS 4499 (1997). The ECB understands from the manufacturers that the Readers Victa, Dukes, County, Peak Sports and Slazenger helmets have been approved for sale in this country by Trading Standards Officers having passed the BSI tests using BS 7928 as the basis for the testing, pending the issuing of CE Certificates. The Gray-Nicolls Scimitar and Gunn & Moore Diamond helmets are undergoing certification as at the end of February 2000.
Each manufacturer offers a range of different sizes, and the helmets can be adjusted, within limits, to cater for variations in head size. The weight of the helmet varies from manufacturer to manufacturer, as does the price. Players, parents, clubs and schools are advised to investigate the options available before selecting a helmet, to ensure that the helmet carries a CE Mark and to see if discounts are available for multiple purchases.
The number of manufacturers supplying helmets may change over time, and the level of certification achieved by individual manufacturers will also change, so purchasers are advised to check on the current situation when making their purchase.

